Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 

the  Year  1925. 


TO  THE 


MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  km  COUNCILLORS 

OF  THE 

LYDD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  present  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  General  Health  Statistics, 

Preventive  Work,  etc.,  of  the  Urban  District  of  Lydd  for  the  year  ending  31st 

December,  1925. 

GENERAL  FEATURES. 

The  Area  comprises  12,082  acres. 

The  Population  is  estimated  to  be  2237  (civilian  only). 

PHYSICAL  CHARACTERS. 

Lydd  occupies  the  south-eastern  portion  of  the  Romney  Marsh  District  and  is  there¬ 
fore  low  lying,  being  for  the  most  part  but  a  few  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  sub-soil  contains  much  beach  and  exerywhere  water  maybe  reached  at  but  a  few 
feet  from  the  surface  owing  to  the  flow  of  water  from  the  higher  country  towards 
the  sea.  This,  while  it  assures  a  constant  supply  to  the  Waterworks  situate  at 
Dungeness,  constitutes  an  important  difficulty  in  the  drainage  of  the  Borough  and 
disposal  of  domestic  water,  which  difficulty  is  naturally  aggravated  by  an  ex¬ 
ceptional  rainfall. 

The  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  is  605  occupied,  save  in  but  a  few  instances,  by  not 
more  than  one  family  or  separate  occupier. 

The  rateable  value  is  £1  1,547  The  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  being  ,£30. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  &  OCCUPATIONS. 

These  are  such  as  usually  obtain  in  Rural  Districts  ;  farming,  arable  and  pasture, 
constituting  the  principal  industry. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births.  —  Total  Births 

ivi. 

26 

F. 

35 

Legitimate 

25 

35 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

The  Birth  rate  was  22.06  per  1,000  which  compared  with  1S.3  for  England  and 
Wales  and  18.8  for  smaller  Towns,  is  above  the  average.  In  1924  the  rate  was 
under  the  average  being  17.4. 

IVI  F 

Deaths.  - —  Of  these  there  were  13  11 

No  less  than  one  fourth  of  these  were  due  to  Tuberculosis. 

The  Death  rate  per  1,000  population  was  10.5.  That  for  England  and  Wales  was 
12.2  and  in  the  smaller  Towns  11.2.  This  favourable  return  might  be  expected 
after  the  exceptionally  heavy  Death  rate  of  nearly  17.9  in  1924. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

The  Infectious  Fever  Hospital,  provided  by  the  Borough,  has  not  been  needed 
during  the  year. 

In  addition,  use  is  made  of: —  The  Ashford  Cottage  Hospital,  Royal  Victoria 
Hospital,  Folkestone,  Rye  Memorial  Hespital,  &  Maidstone  Ophthalmic  Hospital. 

SMALL  POX. 

The  arrangement  with  Hastings  Corporation,  whereby  two  beds  are  available  in 
their  Hospital  at  Brede,  has  been  continued  to  the  financial  advantage  of 
the  Borough. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

These  consist  of  M.O.H.,  Part  time,  Salary  contributed  to  under  Public 
Health  Acts . 

Public  Health  Acts  Sanitary  Inspector,  Part  time,  Salary  not  contributed  to 
under  Public  Health  Acts. 


LEGISLATIONS  IN  FORCE. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  1S75.  No  local  Acts  or  special  orders. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Water  Supply :  This  is  from  the  waterworks  of  the  Littlestone  Water  Com¬ 
pany.  The  supply  is  from  shallow  wells  at  Dungeness,  is  constant  and  of 
excellent  quality.  All  houses  within  the  Borough  are  now  connected. 

I  insert  past  analysis; 


Description  of  Sample  Littlestone  Water  Company’s  Supply,  taken  at  Hall’s  Restaurant, 
High  Street,  Lydd,  21.12.25: — 


Total  solid  residue 
Chlorine 

Free  Ammonia  ... 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Oxygen  absorbed,  \  hour  at  80°  F. 

,,  „  4  hours  at  80°  F. 

Nitrites 


13.8 

2.8 

0.0 

0.0 

0.05 

0.010 

0.020 

Absent. 


Public  Analysts  Remarks : 


This  Water  is  of  excellent  organic  quality. 


DRAINAGE. 

Three  types  exist  viz.  :  Cesspool,  Earth  Closets,  Pit  Closets. 

About  half  the  total  number  of  houses  are  furnished  with  the  last  named  and 
many  of  these  are  still  in  an  unsatisfactory  state. 

The  question  of  drainage  is  indeed  most  difficult  owing  to  the  waterlogging 
of  the  sub-soil  as  mentioned  earlier  in  the  report. 

Cesspools  are  in  many  cases  inadequate  in  size  and  require  emptying  too  fre¬ 
quently,  on  that  account,  and  because  any  large  rainfall  prevents  proper 
soakage. 

The  provision  of  one  large  cesspool  with  an  overflow  to  serve  several  houses, 
such  as  has  been  carried  out  in  New  Street,  has  effected  improvement  but 
much  still  needs  to  be  done  to  bring  the  standard  up  to  a  good  average 
and  prevent  nuisances. 

The  provision  of  Earth  closets  in  place  of  the  objectional  Pit  closets,  cannot 
be  recommended  in  most  cases,  owing  to  lack  of  garden  space  for  disposal. 

A  more  efficient  system  of  scavenging  would,  I  believe,  go  far  to  mitigate 
present  difficulties. 

SCAVENGING. 

House  refuse  is  scavenged  by  the  Borough  Council  who  contra' t  the  work  out. 
This  arrangement  works  satisfactorily  so  far  as  rubbish  and  refuse  is  concerned. 

Earth  closets  and  cesspools. — Arrangements  for  emptying  of  these  have  to  be 
made  by  tenants,  and  I  would  urge  that  it  would  be  a  great  improvement 
if  this  work  were  undertaken  by  the  Council. 

The  necessary  increase  of  rates  would  hardly  bs  more  than  the  collective  amount 
at  present  paid  by  the  individual  inhabitants  privately.  The  Avork  being  cen¬ 
tralized  and  controlled,  couli  be  carried  out  more  efficiently  and  economically. 


3 


. 
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HOUSING. 


General  housing  conditions  have  remained  unchanged  and  there  is  no  marked 
shortage  as  indicated  by  overcrowding. 

FOOD. 

Milk. — The  milk  supply  is  more  abundant  than  in  the  past;  the  dairies  have 
been  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  found  in  good  order. 

Meat. — There  are  two  licensed  slaughter  houses,  both  of  which  are  in  good 
condition. 

I  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
trained  Inspector  of  Meat  to  act  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regu- 
lations  (1924). 

Bakehouses.  — These  have  been  inspected  and  found  clean  and  in  good  order. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

There  was  a  remai’kable  absence  of  this  during  1925,  the  only  notified  case 
being  one  of  Erysipelas. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW 

1 

CASES 

1 

DEATHS. 

Pulmonary 

non-Pulmonary  j 

Pulmonary 

non-Pulmonary 

Age  Periods 

1  M 

F 

M  F 

M  F 

M 

F 

o  I  1  !  1  i  1  1  1 

i  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

. 5 .  1 

1  1  1  1  !  1 

10  | 

l 

. 1 . 1 . 1 . . . 1 

1 

1 

15 

1  1  l  1  i  I  1 

20 

1 

l 

1  1  1  1 

1 

1 

l  | 

25 

1 

1 . * . 

1  1  1 

1  |  1 

I 

t 

35 

1 

i 

1  1  1 

1  j 

i 

1 

45 

1 . 

1  i 

1  1  I 

1 

1 

1 

55 

1  1  1 

|  1 

1 

1 

65  upwards  1  1  1  1  1  1  !  1 

Totals 

1 

7 

1  2  |  | 

2  |  3 

1 

i 

The  above  shows  the  age  and  sex  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  the  deaths 
from,  in  tabular  form. 

The  noteworthy  feature  is  the  increase  in  new  cases  and  the  high  mortality 
from  this  cause  in  1925.  During  1924,  twelve  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  were  notified. 

It  may  perhaps  be  not  unreasonable  to  hope  that,  with  the  opening  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Bother  and  consequent  better  drainage  of  the  Marsh  generally,  the 
sub-soil  of  the  Borough  may  become  less  waterlogged  and  drier  conditions 
of  the  poorer  class  of  house  obtained. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Undercliff, 

Rye,  Sussex, 

May ,  23 id  1926. 


MARTIN  BUTTON, 

Medical  Officer  for  the  Borough  of  Lydd. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  LYDD 


Sanitary  Inspectors’  Report,  1925. 


Number  of  visits 


paid  by  Inspector  during  tlie  year. 


Bakehouses 
Dairies 
Cowsheds  ... 
Milkshops 

Slaughter  Houses 

Workshops 


Registered 

Licensed 


No  in 
District 
2 


2  \ 
2  i 
8 


No  of  visits  No  of  No  of 

1925  Defects  found  Defects  reme 

4  U  0 

4  9  9 

9  required  whitewashing 

12  0  0 

0  0  0 


Nuicances  Found  or  Reported  during  the  Year  (other  than  those  enumerated  in  the 

ABOVE  TABULATION) 

Re  Overcrowding  ...  Number  investigated,  Nil 
Re  Offensive  Trades  ...  Number  Investigated,  Nil 

Re  Keeping  of  Animals  ..  Number  investigated,  4,  ^Number  Abated,  4 
Re  Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  Number  investigated  2  :|:Number  Abated,  1 

including  1  conversion  of  type 
Re  Drainage  ...  Number  investigated,  4  ^Number  Abated,  4 
Re  Dustbins  Ac  ...  Number  investigated,  Nil 
Re  Smoke  Abatement  ..  Number  investigated,  Nil 

Number  of  premises  containing  each  type  of  Sanitary  Convenience  in  district  (approximate) 

W.C's  into  Drainage  System— Nil  W.C's  into  Cesspools — No  Record 

Earth  Closets  or  Privy  Middens — No  Record  Pail  Closets — Nil 
Number  of  premises  not  connected  to  public  Water  Supplies  — No  Record 


Total  number  of  all  kinds  of  visit!  paid  by  Inspoctor  during  the  year — 26 

Notices  Served:  Statuary — Nil  Informal  — 11  Number  of  Houses  Ac.  Disinfected — 5 
Batches  of  Clothing — Nil  Legal  Proceedings  and  Results — Nil 

Amount  of  Food  condemned  during  the  year — Nil 

*  Includes  also  nuisances  investigated  in  1921,  and  remedied  in  1925. 


Unfit  Dwelling  Houses: 

Inspection  (1)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  for  Housing  Defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (In¬ 
spection  of  District)  Regulations  1910  or  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceeding  sub-heading) 

fouud  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  nil 


Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice  : 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  formal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers 


(A)  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notice  were  served  requiring  repairs  nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice 

a  by  Owners — nil  b  by  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  Owners — nil 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 

of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ... 


(B)  Proceedings  under  Pubic  Health  Acts 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice 

a  by  owners — nil  b  by  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  owners — nil 


(C)  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  the 

Dwelling  Houses  having  been  rendered  fit 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year — 

a  Total  —  1  b  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  1919  or  1923. 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority — nil  (2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons — 1 


Shortage  of  Housing  Accommodation  for  Working  Classes 
Extent  of  Shortage  — 

(a)  To  replace  unsatisfactory  property — nil  ( b )  To  provide  additional  accommodation  20 

A.  J.  BIRCH,  Inspector  of  Nuisance's, 

High  Street,  Lydd,  Kent. 
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